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Three Questions  

 

Question #1  
 

Who will care for your  pets  
should anything happen to 
you? 

 
 

 



3 

Three Questions  

 

Question #2  
 

Who will care for your  
relativesô pets should 
anything happen to them? 
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Three Questions  

 

Question #3  
 

Who will care for the pets of 
friends and people you have 
adopted pets to should anything 
happen to them? 
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Agenda  

Background about the issue  

Emergency planning  

Lifetime care planning  

How you can make an impact 
in your community  

Resources  
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            Who is 2nd Chance 4 Pets?  

A volunteer -run , 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization whose mission is to reduce the 
number of pets relinquished and euthanized 
due to the death or disability of their human 
companions  

 

We are not a rescue organization, we are an 
advocacy  group  

 

We are not lawyers but we have estate planners 
that serve on our advisory board  
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Orphaned Pets  
 When orphaned 

companion animals 
are relinquished to 
animal shelters they 
are often ñlabeledò 
unadoptable  due to 
their refusal to eat 
and their being 
despondent.  
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Meet Sophie  

 
3 years old, extremely shy, 

greeted her human 
companion by the door 
every evening.  

 

On September 11, 2001, 
Sophieôs human companion 
didnôt come home. Like 800 
other pets in NYC that day, 
Sophie became an 
orphaned pet. Her human 
was only 32 years old. It 
took rescuers 2 weeks to 
find Sophie home, alone.  
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Meet Lucy  
 

ñI was 30 years young when 
my human died ( I hope to 
live to at least 75!).   I spent 
many lonely months in a 
relativeôs basement where I 
was given food but received 
very little companionship.ò 

 

ñI was eventually taken to a 
bird sanctuary where I am 
now surrounded by 
feathered friends who had 
been orphaned just like me.ò 
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Kenôs Kids 

Willy 

Buffy 
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The Facts  

5 million pets are relinquished and euthanized 
in US shelters each year. Of the 5 million, it is 
estimated that more than 500,000  of these pets 
are euthanized due to pet owners predeceasing their 
pets.  

 
While spay and neuter programs  have reduced 
the number of pets ending up in shelters, there has 
been no formal strategy addressing pets being 
relinquished due to the death of their human 
companions. 
 
$2 billion = the annual cost of capturing, caring for, 
and euthanizing the dogs and cats in shelters. 
(resource: PETA) 
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Emergency Planning   
In the confusion that accompanies a 
personôs unexpected illness, accident, or 
death, pets may be overlooked. To prevent 
this from happening, take these simple 
precautions:  
 
X Identify at least two responsible friends 

or relatives  who agree to provide 
temporary care if needed. Give them keys to 
your home, feeding and care instructions, 
the name of your veterinarian, and 
information about any permanent care 
provisions you have made. 
 

X Make sure neighbors, friends, and relatives 
know how many pets you have, and provide 
them with contact information for 
emergency caregivers.  
 

X Carry an ñalert identification cardò that 
lists the names and phone numbers of 
emergency caregivers. Post removable ñin 
case of emergencyò notices on your doors or 
windows, specifying how many and what 
types of pets you have. (Emergency cards 
can be downloaded from the  2nd Chance 4 
Pets website) 


